Significance of Ukrainian ports of the Black Sea - Azov range for the European Union.

About 30 ports work on the coast of Black and Azov seas totally, 17 from which belong to Ukraine.  The main intermodal trans-Black Sea lines pass through the basic ports of Ukraine: Illichevsk, Odessa, Izmail, Nikolayev, Kherson, Mariupol, Berdyansk and Kerch. Illichevsk and Odessa are the key ports which connect the main container and ferry lines on the way Caucasus-Europe in Ukraine. By the total cargo turnover volumes Odessa port is on the 3-rd place on the Black Sea with the figure 34,5 million tons in 2008, Illichevskiy port on the 5-th place with the figure 18,9 million tons.
Ukrainian marine ports of the Black Sea - Azov region provide solution of the following tasks: 

- first of all, the marine trade ports are composing links of the transport ways between the Europe and Asia;
- secondly, for the most part of CIS countries, including not having the direct exit to the Black and Azov seas, marine transport provides the exit to the Mediterranean ports and further to the ocean transport waterways, i.e. intercontinental trade communications.

Marine ports of the Black sea region also act the role of the key points connecting the continental transport corridors with the marine lines. There are 3 trans-European transport corridors pass through Ukrainian marine ports Odessa and Illichevsk: corridor № 9 with the direction Finland - Greece, corridor Gdansk - Odessa connecting the Baltic and Black seas and corridor Europe - Caucasus - Asia (TRACEKA), the same ports are the basic for the intermodal transportations. 

To the development of the intermodal transportations in Ukraine facilitates the fact of inclusion of Ukrainian ports in the zone of the main transport highways of European Union, according to the marine highways conception, which has been successfully elaborated by the Economic Commission of UNO for the Europe and European Union. (It has been published in the communique of the European commission to the Council of Europe and European Parliament «Expansion of the main trans-European transport axes to the neighboring countries. Guidance on the transport in Europe and the neighboring regions». 31.01.2007). The most dynamic development concerns the container transportations. Taking into account the 9-10% growth of the world container transportations volumes, transportation with containers assistance has been increased  sweepingly in the Black Sea ports within last 7 years and it has been reached 35-40 % till the end of 2008. 
However such substantial growth of the containers handling requires the proper reequipment and development of the port capacities.

In this respect the port administration and private business representatives already undertake the real steps. Particularly, within 2 previous years, in the Illichevsk and Odessa ports have been started the additional capacities on the containers on a 1 million TEU per year. The private partners investments is more than 50%. But it’s only a small part in comparison with that serious infrastructural transformations which are required for our ports in order of necessary carrying capacity providing. 
There is a necessity of increasing of container terminals carrying capacity at least in 2-2,5 times, Ro-Ro terminals in 1,5-2 times, creation of highly effective terminals for the bulk cargoes, providing the protection of environment and people’s health care at the  necessary level. This problem generally is in the spotlight of the port and terminal authorities, and also the state organs responsible for the transport industry and foremost for the marine transport. 
Also among the problematic questions limiting the ports possibilities of the region and substantially decreasing it’s activity, still remain:

1. Insufficient development of land transport accesses to the port terminals from the side of the main railways and, in a yet greater degree, highways which are the main international and state communications. For solution of the problem there have been done a lot of things already, namely construction of the overpass road for the entrance to the Odessa port, construction of two additional entrances from the serving railway stations side to the Illichevsk port terminals. Introduction into the service of the highway Kiev - Odessa in Ukraine has played the quite important role for the development of the regional transport network. But, nevertheless, a problem on the whole remained unsolved and growth of cargo handling volumes yet more aggravated this problem. Proposition of our ports regarding the given issue are submitted for the control of the leading organs of the BSEC countries, which should in it’s tern assist to it’s fastest solution, especially on the approaches to the large key ports of the region, which are the basic ports for the intermodal transportations serving.

2. Another one the most serious problem in the ports activity is efficiency of organization and functioning on the ports territory of the state organs, carrying out the admission of transport carriers, cargoes and passengers through the border. For understanding of the problem acuteness it’s enough to mark that exactly because of this reason containers with the cargoes delay in the ports on a term, in 8-10 times exceeding duration of it’s stay in the modern European ports. Frequently, this term exceeds one and even two months. The international auto transport with cargoes instead of a few hours delays in the ports on a few days, and even more than on a week. After it follow the additional expenses and losses in hundreds million dollars for all participants of the transport process and, first of all, for the cargo owners, traders and buyers of the commodities. Undoubtedly, effective fight against the smuggling, illegal emigration, transportation of drugs and weapon are the major task for our country, however its solution should be reached by the civilized methods, mastered in the most developed countries of Europe, but not by the blocking of transportations and huge delays of the transport carriers. 

We see the solution of our port’s existing issues in the following:

1. Questions of modernization and development of the ports should be solved by attraction of the domestic and foreign investments, which according to our estimation can make a few billion EURO in the nearest 3-5 years. As Ukrainian economy presently doesn’t dispose with the sufficient sources for financing of these projects, we prefer to make the bigger emphases on attraction of the foreign investors. Investments can be both direct and credit, under the governmental guarantees, especially if it relates construction of the highways and other infrastructural projects of state importance.

2. Close collaboration with EU on the questions of organization of admission of transport carriers, cargoes and passengers through the state borders of Ukraine and adaptation of Ukrainian and EU legislation in the given question will serve to the more dynamic development of transportations between our countries and including the transit cargoes.

3. Establishment of the more close trade relations between our countries.  

One of the perspective directions for Ukrainian ports is a transit of cargoes from the south-east Asia to the Baltic Sea region by the railway to Poland, Germany, Baltic countries. As early as 2008 organization of such transportations was complicated due to the stated above reasons. All cargo traffic to the indicated direction passed by the sea way through the Mediterranean Sea, Strait of Gibraltar, around Europe. The term of delivery of containers through the Ukrainian ports decreases at the average on 7-10 days, and the cost of delivery reduces approximately on 500 US dollars per 1 container. For the reorientation of the cargo traffic it is necessary to solve the number of organizational questions related foremost to the coordination of Ukrainian, Polish, German, Lithuanian, Latvian railways.

